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WILSON TO

UPHOLD ALL

OUR RIGHTS

Peace Only With
Honor Demands

President

CONGRESS IS QUIET

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24. -P-

resident Wilson at the end of

two days of agitation in congress
for some action warning Amer
icans off armed merchant ships
of the European belligerents, to-

night wrote Senator Stone, chair-
man of the senate foreign rela-

tions committee, that he could
not consent to any abridgment of
the rights of American citizens
in any respect.

The letter follows:
"February 24, 1916.. My Dear

Senator: I very warmly appre-
ciate your kind and frank letter
of today and feel that it calls for
an equally frank reply.

"You are right in assuming
that I shall do everything in my
power to keep the United States
out of war. I think the country
will feel no uneasiness about my
course in that respect. Through
many anxious months I have
striven for that object, amidst
difficulties more manifold than
can have been apparent upon the
surface and so far I have suc
ceeded. I do not doubt that
shall continue to succeed. The
course which the central Euro-
pean powers have announced
their intention of following in the
future with regard to undersea
warfare seems for the moment to
threaten insuperable obstacles,
but its apparent meaning is so
manifestly inconsistent with ex.
plicit assurances recently given
us by those powers with regard
to their treatment of merchant
vessels on the high seas that
must believe that explanations
will presently ensue which will
put a different aspect upon it.
We have had no reason to ques
tion their good faith or their fi
delity to their promises in the
past and I, for one, feel confi-
dent that we shall have none in
the future. .

Uphold Our Rights.
"But in any event our duty is

clear. No nation or group of na
tions has the right while the war
is in progress to alter or disre-
gard the principles which all na-

tions have agreed upon in mitiga-
tion of the horrors and sufferings
of war, and if the clear rights of
American citizens should ever un-

happily be abridged or denied by
any such action, we should, it
seems to me, have in honor no
choice as to what our own course
should be.

"For my own pint I cannot runwnl
In any abridgement of the right of
American citizens in any respect. The
honor anil self-respe- of thp nation
is Involved. We covet peace ami' shall
picseivo It at any cost but the loss of
iionor. To furbiii our people to exer-
cise their rights for fear we might

(Continued on Thro Two.)

SANTAFE ORDERED
TO REDUCE RATES

Spfrial to The World.
WASHINGTON', Feb. 2t. The

commerce commission today
dlrtctcd the Santa I'e to establish
from points on Its lines In the Oklaho-
ma wheat fields through routes and
Joint rates to New Orleans which shnll
not exceed by more than 5 cents per
one hundred pounds the rates In ef-

fect from the same points to Galves-
ton

The Simla Fe, which serves with Its
own rails the wheut fields of Okla-
homa and the port of Galveston, does
not participate with Its connections
In throuKh routes and joint rates on
wheat moving to Louisiana porta for
export. Traffic to those ports

a haul over two or more lines.
The corporation commission of Ok-
lahoma and shippers in the state tiled
the complaint on which the commis-
sion's decision Is based. The com-
mission's order directs the establish-
ment of Joint rates on or before May
15 with the Texas & Pacific, Houston
ft Texas Central and other roads.

Valuable French

Kindly Maternal

&E.GVCEJ

Ml iT" ij 4 i. r .

"7 " " " K' ,",'"k,P i" J- I'uny. veteranary nttemlnnt at the nuell Memorial
.
lioHpital. here, has adopted three orphan-- d Uittens. which Mr. Daily was about to put to death. The hull.lnv ua.llost her puppies and diseoveriiiit tho
be allowed to Weep them.

BRING UP PAST OF

LOUIS D, BRANDEIS

The Charges Arising From
Legal Activities Aired

at Hearing.

SULLIVAN TESTIFIES

Editor of Colliers Tells of
detention of Boston

Lawvcr.

IIXtJTt X. Feb. 2 1. CharaesWASl from the lejral activi-
ties cf I.ouis l. Urandeis In the

investlKution, the fiht
between K, If. Ilarriman and Stuj-vesu- nt

Fish a decade aso for control
of the Illinois Central railroad and
the Gillette Safety P.iizor company
litigation occupied the attention toduy
of the senate's Judiciary subcommittee
investigating Mr. Hrandcis' nomiation
to the supreme court.

Four witnesses testified. The first,
Mark Sullivan, editor of Colliers
weekly, told the committee that Mr.
lirandels hud been employed by Col-

liers to protect its interests and those
of the public during the liallinger-I'lnch-

investigation and that Ho
concealment hud been made of the
employment. Austen G. Fox, counsel
for those opposing Mr. Jirundeis,
charged that Mr. iSrnndeis was on
the record as appealing for U. H.
Glavis, a former land office official
and a central figure in the Investiga-
tion.

Wilddill Catchings, formerly with
the law firm of Sullivan & Cromwell
of New Yolk, testified that he sought

(Continued on Tage Seven.)

bahv itrit.xs ix Hitrsii ni:.i'.
Mother Hail l"0 Vafds to Hex lie. But

Wns Too I.Hlc to Save Child.
Sppi'isl In Thn World.

HKOKICX AUUOW, Okla., Feb. 24.
The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. T. C. Fulliam. four miles south
west of the city, was burned to death
late yesterday. Her mother was bad-
ly burned in attempting to rescue
her.

Mr. I'ulliam had been burning
brush and the fire had died down. A
little brother of the girl put brush
on the coals and a brisk file started.
The girl caught fire, and her mother,
lfiO yards away, hurried to the
rescue, her hands hMng badly burned
In an attempt to save tho child.
The child died about two hours later.

Ksst-n- . Germany, Hank Fails.
LONDON, Feb. 1M. A dispatch to

the Kxchange Telegraph company
from Zurich says:

"The failure of an independent bunk
at Kssen, Germany, is announced. It
is believed that many of tho Krupp
workmen have lost their savings."

t CHICAGO ItltOTIIFRH FAIL i
I TO AITKAIt AXI ;ivi-- : I
I 11' ;10.(MI0 IX 1H. IS t

I CHICAGO, Feb. 24. What
I probably will be the final chap- -

ter in tho aLleged conspiracy of i
t Irving and Herbert L'pdike to
I murder their father and mother 1

I was written today when the I
I brothers failed to appear for t

trial in the criminal court. Their t
I bonds of 30,0oip each were for- - t
I feited and MacLay Hoyne, I

state's attorney, announced Omt I
I as he had decided to drop pros- - I
I edition, he would seek to have t
I forfeiture set aside.

The parents, Mr. and Mrs. t
I Furman D. H'pdlke, wealthy res- -

idents or uhk l'arK. a suburb, I
I announced they would not pros- - I
t ecute.
I 1
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Bulldog Loses Her
Spirit Adopts Some

n.i i . . ........
kittens, immediately adopted them

Loneliness Drives
Messenger Boy to

End His Own Life

CHICAGO, Feb. 24. Harold
Cullls, a messenger boy nt the
board of trade here, found a book
entitled "Facing the World." in-

sufficient support in his fight
against loneliness and so turned
on the gas in his barren room
and committed suicide. Ills body
was found by the police today,

A coroner s Jury decided the
boy had faced the handicap of
loneliness for three months, afterhearing tho testimony " of ' 'Ills
mother and acquaintances. Mrs.
Mabel Luric, the mother, de-
clared that she had, at the

of her second husband,
the boy's stepfather, forced tho
lad to leavo home. Tho book,
"Facing the World," was foundnear tho boy's body.

EDUCATORS GO TO

KANSAS CITY NEXT

The City Superintendent of
Schools of Chicago Ts

Elected President.

TALK CHILD WELFARE

The Dignified Pedagogues
Would Shoot the Shoots

or Hump the Humps.

rVKTItoiT. Mich., Feb. 24. The
i--' department of superintendence
of the National Educational assocla
Hon in convention today, decided up
on Kansas City, Mo., for Its 1!17 con
vention und elected us its president
John 1. Shoon, city superintendent of
schools of Chicago. The various
other educational association which
uro affiliated with the department
una which nave met or are meeting
in-r- this week, will also gather at
Kansas ( Ity.

Hound table meetings of six dlvl
sions of the superintendence depart
ment was tne principal business out- -
suie or the election, disposed of tudav
' 'ompiilsiiiy education and child wel- -
ture were the topics most widely ills
ciisseu. . Jones, superin
tendent ol schools at Albany, N. v.,
declared that "deliinniencv Innuuv
and feeble handedness are closely re- -
laieo.

Much Interest was shown todav inprogram and entertainment prepara-
tions for the annual convention of "he
National Fducatiou association ind
its affiliated at New
York city next July. It was an.
r.ounced President Wilson will if pos-
sible address the cduentois on July 4.

Announcement that one ol the sub-
committee of New York people in
charge of the entertainment program
expected to offer tho delegates an aft-
ernoon's outing at Coney Island,
caused merriment. Kolenin educators
declared they would shoot the shoots
or bump the bumps with at least ns
much mental enthusiasm us their
joungcr friends.

"Three schoolmaster governors"
were leading speakers at the meeting
tonight. They were Frank It. Willis
of Ohio, Martin (. lirumbutmh of
Pennsylvania, and Woodiidge N. Fer-
ris of Michigan.

Longer Hours Advocated.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 24. Thou-san-

of government employes in the
executive departments here would be
required to work eight hours a day
Instead of the present seven by a
provision In the legislative, executive
and Judicial appropriation bill as fa-
vorably reported today by a house
committee. Appropriations carried by
the measure total $37,601,539, a slight
increase over last year and Include
$76,000 for promotion of foreign and
domestic commerce.

Puppies, but in a

Orphaned Kittens

and bes'iin motlurinir tliem i iioin: nin

FRENCH FORCED BY

GERMANS TO RETIRE

Artillery Eire oP Offenders
Too Severe for the

Defenders.

KAISER IS LEADING

Casualties on 5oth Sides
Are Heavy; Teutons

Aim at Verdun.

by the presence of theirINswiIiFO und led by frown Prince
Frederick William, the Cierman
troops uro enguged In omi of the
greatest battles of the war on tho
western front, centering around the
fortress of Verdun. Attack has fol
lowed attack against the French lino
after bombardments. Incessant ami
terrific, continuing for several days.
While the Hermans have not been
nble, despite the rain of shells and
furious onslaughts by the Infantry
to break the French line, neverthe-
less the French on their right and
left wings have been compelled to
withdraw their lines, respectively to
the south of Ornes und behind the
town of Samogneux, six miles north
of the fortress.

Only between Malancourt and tho
left bank of the Mcuse has there been
any diminution in the intensity of
tho artillery fire. With llrabant,
Haumont und Hainogneux and tho
wooded sections north und northeast
of lieuumont in their possession tho
Ciermuns from tho Meuse eastward to
Fromezey forcing tho fighting seem-
ingly regardless of the cost of life.

Casualties Heavy.
The French guns have answered

the Oerman guns shell for shell und
the casualties on both sides lire very
great. The French official report de-
scribes the battlefield between the
Mcuse and Ornes as piled with tier-ma- n

dead. In CUtimpugnc at several
points and in the Argon He forest Ger-
man works have been pounded by
the concentrated fire of the French
guns, while in Lorraine the French
repulsed a Oerman reconnolterlng
party that attempted to capture u
French post north of Kalnt Martin.

On their end of the line near u

h, the Itritish exploded u mine und
occupied the crater and ulso bom-
barded Herman trenches near Frel-inghe-

and Hoesinghe.
On the Itusslan front from the Itiga

region to east (ialicla there have been
engagements at various points, but no
great results have been attained by
either side. In tho Caucasus I'etro'- -
graa reports that the Itusslans con-
tinue successfully to press back I lie
Turks. The usual activities by the
Austrlans und Italians on the Auslro-ltalia- u

front continue.
Air Suadron

A French air squadron has dropped
a large number of bombs on the out-
skirts of Metis, a big fire being ob-
served ufter the utturk.

Official announcement has been
mado in the Japanese diet by the
minister of foreign uffairs that Japan
does not intend to send troops to aid
the Hussians.

The Karl of Derby has accented the
chairmanship of the Joint army und
nuvy board which will control tho
British air service.

"DOI.LAK DAY" ItltlNGS
DWGI.U TO fcllOITKKS.

AURORA, in., Feb. 24.
Women stormed the downtown t

I streets today In siieh numbers t
that thn police had to be called

I out to break up Jams In which t
J shoppers wero being crushed. A f
I semi-annu- al "ddlur day" a I

day on which merchants sell I
goods of every description, from
shoes to suit or clothing, for I
Jl was the occasion for the out- - t
pouring. i

s
A

NAVAL FLEET IS

ASUPRELVSEJOKE

SAYS AOMIRAL

Single liatlleship Could
Overcome Our Pacific

( 'oast Ships.

EFFICIENCY FALLS
OFF IN FEW YEARS

( 'hesapcake I Jay Affords
Splendid Hart for an

Knt'inv Mast

ASIUNGTON, Fell. M- - Whilew the house mllilary eommllti'
was taking steps today toward getting
Its bill for Increasing the regular
army und federalizing the national
guard before the house within ten
days, the naval committee was being
informed by Admiral Cameron Melt.
Wlnslow that the en ire Pacific fleet
which he commands might be an
easy victim for a single good enemy
battleship.

Admiral Wiusiow made the state-
ment smilingly. Pressed iiy Itepre-sentativ- e

Stephens of California for
an exact description of the condition
of the ships under his command, ho
said the force was wholly inadequate,
even w ilh all Its reserves called .out,
to meet any probable enemy Inthe
Pacific. What plans the navay de-
partment had for meeting an emerg-
ency there or In the Atlantic, how-
ever, ho said, were matters of
strategy which he did not cure to re-
veal except in coufideutiul session.

Further light on the war depart-
ment's plans for additional coast de-
fenses was given today when testi-
mony of Hrlg. Gen. William 'ro.ier,
chief of army ordnance, beforo the
fortifications committee, became
available. The committee has hud no
open heurings.

Tlie heaviest new fortifications,
General I'rozier said, will he. placed
at the mouth of Chesapeake bay,
which he described as one of the sev-
eral places where "facilities for land
operations are so good thut It is
worth while to especially fortify
them to prevent that operation."

Vulnerable.
At other points such as llocliattay

Peach, New York and San Francisco
ho said guns mounted In tur-
rets would be added to the batteries.

of Chesapeake bav the ueneial
edded:

"We have Norfolk defended at Fort
Monroe, Washington, very much ovi-r-d- i

fended and llaltimore defended. Hut
they could come into Cliisapeake bey
mull establish a base along that shore,
then send all army in any direction.
'I here are few such points us thai."

Cbaileslon, S. C, and New Orleans
might be damaged by long-rang- e fleet
lire, he said, mid h guns with
high angur lire giving tliem a range

(Continued on Pago Seven.)

AVERT STRIKEBY
GOVERNOR'S DECREE

VF.It A Cltl'Z, Mexico, Feb. 2 1.
Hy he aclon of Gowrnor lleriber Jara
In issuing a decree against strikes, the
general stoppage of work by all
classes of wage earners which had
been set for this morning-- has been
averted for the present,
.The governor has appointed various

committees to receive and investi-
gate the demands of the workingmen,
the committee awards to be arbitrary
und final. On the question of the cur-
rency in which wages shall be paid,
Governor Jura has indicated u firm
intention not to agree to demands of
any working man or occupant of u
clerical position to be recompensed on
a Mexican gold basis.

There Is evidence in the various
labor circles of dissatisfaction with
the governor's action, but it Is be-
lieved there will lie no definite re-
fusal on their hil under lil'esen I

conditions to take the course out-
lined by the military authority und
present their claims for study and de-
cision.

GOOD PROGRAM AT
KENDALL TONIGHT

I'OKT SMITH, Ark.. Feb. I'l. The
Arkansas Jefferson Highway associa-
tion was organize here todav with
thu purpose of building it' roadthrough the western part of the state
and offering it us a link of the na-
tional Jelli-rso- highway, extending
from New Orleuns to Canada. A reso-
lution was adopted bv the convention
proposing that the road be built from
Missouri to the Louiianu state line
uiuier i ne jMcxaiiiicr roan act, a meas-
ure pussed by the lust Arkansas legis-
lature creating improvement districts
With power to float bonds.

The following officers were elected:
President, L. It. Putnam, Fuyetteville;
secretary, Fred Iteutzcl, Fort Smith;
treasurer, C. C. Graves, Mansfield.

Mod Carrier Killed
OKLAHOMA C1TV. Feb. 24 The

first futul accident in the construc-
tion of the new state capltol building
was thut of toduy when Robert Downs,
hod currlor, wus struck upon the head
by an elevator and Instantly killed.
The elevator was descending and aft-
er Downs had been hit his body fell
Into the elevator and was carried to
the ground. IIo leaves a wife and
seven children. -

MORE FORD DOVES
BACK IN NEW YORK

liable In sinp the Win- - Ho-x- -s of
CuniiM' Ibi'v Come Homo; Has

Cost 100,000 ho I'nr

XKW YOltK. Feb. 24. Klght nioro
delegates who went to Kiiropc as
members of Henry Ford's pei expe-
dition last December, arrived here to
day on tin- - I lollaiid-America- n liner
Nieiiw Amslenlam. Mr. Ford went
down the bav oil a cutter and uiel Un-
ship at una rani Ine. Gaston Plaintiff.
Ills business representative after Mr.
Fold himself left the parly to return
to America, slated today that t he
cNprdilion hud thus far cost bis em-
ployer lion, OHO and thai bis peace ef-
forts are to be continued through del-
egates who remained in Kiiropc. A
stalelllent Issued by Doctor Jchklt
I.lovd Jones of Chicago, one of the re-
luming dc'egiiles. said thai while
members of Die party "aduillled t he
crudities and Incoherences" of t lie
experiment because "the company was
hastily gathered and therefore poorly
organized." Vet a Very definite Im
pression was made in at nasi tour or
the neutral countries, a wide discus-
sion of the principles of peace being
promoted. pacifist workers every-
where sliiiiulaleil, and "cheer and
hopefulness" carried lo the men in I lie
trenches.

GOING AFTER THE

LAND SWINDLERS

County Attorney Kvers De-

termined to Prosecute
Vigorously.

TRIALS ARE TODAY

Defendants Are Accused of
Trading Worthless Ken-

tucky L'roperty.

Counly Attorney J. P. Kvers said
yesterday that the slate will use a
written statement in .fudge Daniel's
court this morning from needier
Staplctnn, county clerk of Johnson
county, Kentucky, as t he trump card
in the prosecution of several Tulsa
real estate dealers on charges of sell-
ing and exchanging worthless deeds
for land In the Alexander W'alcott
grunt.

Staiilelon arrived here veslerdav
and an effort was made to bring the
cases to trial at once, but owing to
continuances that had previously
bon u greed upon this could not bo
arranged.

The cases attracted wide attention
a few weeks ago when several Infor-
mations were sworn out charging
Harry White, It. G. Horns anil It. Ii.
Prown with selling worthless lands.
The men were arrested but released
on bond.

There arc four cases now pending.
II. G. Burns and Many White are
charged with giving a worthless deed
for Hit) acres of Kentucky lands III
exchange for the Central hotel at

Ulton. The information was signed
by Mrs. Ida Hitler.

In Several Deals
Others who were induced to ex-

change valuable property for the
worthless deeds are J. L. Slmc of this
city, who traded a farm In I'nion
county, New Mexico; Samuel Hotter
of Tulsa, who traded one hundred and
sixty acres of good laud in Chavls
county, New Mexico, und C. M. Mur-
ray, who was induced to exchange u
new automobile for a deed to some of
the land, and W. K. Rogers, who trad-
ed a half Interest in the Prim-es- con-
fectionery store in the postofflce block
for u deed for 320 acres.

The l estate men admit they
made the deals but claim they did not
know the titles were not clear. The
W'alcott grant comprises some six
hundred and fifty thousand acres, but
the Kentucky court of appeals by a
decision handed down us early as
lN.'il dci hired that Walcift was not
entitled to the land.

Ktaplcton said yesterday (bat peo-
ple in all parts of the l ulled states
have been "slung" on this laud by
the same methods that were used
ncie, in- win muse a statcim-n- re-
garding the title of the grant today
and this will be introduced when the
trials are brought up.

SENATE TO CONFIRM
APPOINTMENT TODAY

Lucked Three Votes of tiioriiiu Yi
ami Fletcher Was ot

4.1 allied Alllba-.-aioibi-

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24. only thelack of it iiiorum pi evented confirma-
tion in thu senate lute today of the
nomination of lli-nr- Prut her Fletcher
us ambassador to the ie lai-t- govern-ine- nt

of Mexico. On u motion to con-
firm the roll cull showed 34 unintui-
tive votes und 1 J in the negative. This
wus three short of a quorum and thosenate adjourned to take up the nom- -
iuiiiioii tomorrow ror a liual vote.

Tho senate reached a vote on the
nomination of Mr. Fletcher after less
t tin u un hour's debate. Opposition
speeches wero mado by Senators
Roiah, Smith of Michigan und Full
New .Mexico, all of whom declared
that to confirm the nomination would
bo to commit the senate to tho

recognition ol the Cur-runz- a

government. To this they were
vigorously opposed, because they dlil
not believe in the reported stability of
the do facto government, and pre-
dicted that It would noi accomplish
tho purpose of orfuniKing a constitu-
tional government. There wus no ap-
position to Mr. r personally.

Administration senutors said tonight
nini inu iiouiiiiuiion wouiit po con
firmed without difficulty tomorrow.

FACTIONS ARE

WIPED OUT AT

G. 0. P. MEETING

'ulsa County Itcpuhliciiu
Cluh Organized at Mon-

ster Session.

A STRAIGHT TICKET
IN CITY CAMPAIGN

Precinct Organization tt Do
Perfected Next Mon-

day Night.

EIGHT huiidreili Republicans,
In muss meeting ut tho

courthouse last night, ' voted unan-
imously and with much enthusiusut
to put a straight party ticket in tho
lield for the coming city election.

The Tulsa County Republican club
Mas organized, with A. A. Smiill as
president and Frank N'ewklrk as y,

and it was decided to hold an
other meeting at the same place nvt
.Monday night ut 7:30 o'clock for thopurpose of electing precinct commit-
teemen and organizing in full force
for the coming campaign. Tho younj
P publicans of tliu city will bo tho
dominant fuctor In this meeting, und
members of the parly who have not
participated In former politieul fights
hi-r- lire epecially urged to be pres-
ent. This inclurh'N seveial hundred
loyul party men who have moved to
Tulsu since the last election.

Plenty of
At tho close of last liight'n meeting,

ubb h was ut leaded by a crowd that
filled the largo district courtroom to
I he doors, the chairman lumped to a
table, declared the city campaign on
In earnest, waved a silk American tlmx
und called for three cheers, whlcn
wtro given with such gusto that ho
commotion was neiird for many
blocks.

Speeches were made by a number
of n Republicans of tho
city. No prospective candidates for
office were mentioned, und it was
practically decided to select the best
men for the various offices and in-
sist upon them making t lie race.

A committee was appointed to ar-
range for the meeting next .Monday
night. It consists of Glenn Condon,
chairman; F. O. Cuvltt. J. C Letcher,
P. L. Price und .lay Stevenson. Every-
one who is Interested In the success
or tin: Republican ticket is asked to
be present ut this meeting. They
will lie seated by precincts, so that
riiiicusc.f may in- held for the mirposti
of selecting precinct committeemen.
An executive committee of five mem-
bers will be named to manage the
city campaign, us well us a chairman,
treasurer and secretary of the organ-
ization. It is planned to perfect the
most effective organization that ever
backed a Republican ticket in Tulsa.

"Vallcr IKigs."
.1. W. McNeill, who addressed tho

assemblage, declared that he would
not support a rascal on the Repub-
lican ticket. The statement brought
forth prolonged applause und chcer- -

IContlnued on Pugo Two.)

ENGINEER "KILLED
AND TWO ARE HURT

l.ocomolhc I ciim-- Truck and KilH
Onc; I ircman Sci lou-l- y

Injured.

Spviiul In Thu World.
A I TON. oklu., Feb. 21. - William

lull, engineer, was almost instantly
killed and "Klackie" Williford. fire-
man, wa.--: seriously injured early yes-
terday morning when the engine in
which they were Working left thn
tracks and rolled several feet down
an embankment. Roth men lived
here and were employes of the Frisco.

The engine was backing on a
switching line when it left the rails.
It ran for several feet on the ground
and then turned over and rolled down
the embankment. The cause of tho
accident was not known. Toll was
caught under the engine and escap-
ing steam and boiling water caused
almost Instant death.

Williford had both his hands badly
crushed and other minor injuries.
Sam Anderson, braketiian. wus
thrown from the tender of the en
gine, but was not badly hart.

The engineer, who was about 40
years old, had been an employe of
the Frisco for many years.

Traffic was delayed in the local
yards for several hours.

GFILUW SHIPS A I II-- : SKI7.KO

lint Portugese O fl'ii In N Take Pains
to i:pluln to Kaiser .

LISRON. Feb. 24. Via Paris. 4:45
p. m. The official Gazette publishes
the decree under which 3ti German
and Austrian merchant ships lying in
the Tagus river were seized by the
commander of the nuval division here
yesterday.

It appears that the seizure was un-
der a law passed by parliament on
February 7. The premier in an in
tervlew affirms that the seizure 1

not an act of war but simply a meas-
ure in the public Interests.

The Portuguese minister In Rerlin
has been instructed to explain to the
German government the significance
of the seizures and give assurances
that the rights of the owners will be
respected.

Portniriiese rrewa h:iva been tthioail
on board the ships seized.


